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Breakdown of contributions to global net CO2 emissions in four illustrative model pathways
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Fossil fuel subsidies hit a historic high globally in 2022, exceeding $1.5 trillion

Fossil fuel subsidies reached a record high of $1.53 trillion in 2022, driven by rising energy prices post-
pandemic and the impact of the Russian Federation’s invasion of Ukraine, which disrupted global energy
markets. The increase widened the gap between consumer prices and actual energy costs, prompting many
governments to introduce support measures to shield industries and populations from inflation. Public funds
shoring up the production and consumption of oil, coal and gas more than doubled between 2021 and 2022,
and more than tripled from their 2015 levels, reversing progress made between 2012 and 2020 and hindering
the net-zero transition.

All regions saw higher subsidies between 2021 and 2022, with the highest in Europe and Northern America
($455 billion), followed by Northern Africa and Western Asia ($327 billion) and Central and Southern Asia
($322 billion). By artificially lowering fossil fuel prices, subsidies harm the competitiveness of cleaner energy
sources and hinder the low-carbon transition. (Hl#%) Although intended to aid vulnerable households,
subsidies often disproportionately benefit wealthier people, who consume more energy than lower-income

households, as well as carbon-intensive companies.
Global estimate of fossil fuel subsidies, 2010-2022 (billions of dollars)
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Daily food waste from households could have provided over a billion meals

Food waste in retail, food service and households reached 1.05 billion metric tons in 2022 (132 kilograms per
person), representing one fifth of all food available to consumers. Households discard enough food daily to
provide over a billion meals, even as 1 in 11 people worldwide go hungry and 1 in 3 cannot afford a healthy diet.
When combined with the 13 per cent of food lost along supply chains, the environmental toll is staggering: food
loss and waste generated 8—10 per cent of global greenhouse gas emissions, while significant amounts of land,
water and resources are used to grow food that is never eaten. The economic cost is estimated to exceed $1
trillion annually.

Food waste is not just a “rich-country” problem, in high-, upper-middle- and lower-middle-income countries,
the average household waste differs by just 7 kilograms per person per year. Yet progress is possible: the United
Kingdom and Japan reduced food waste by 18 and 31 per cent, respectively. More governments and industries
are embracing new solutions and public-private partnerships to prevent and reduce food waste.

Household food waste in high-, upper-middle- and lower-middle-income countries, 2022 (kilograms per capita per year)
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Note: The chart was based on data from 87 high- and middle-income countries. Low-income
countries are not included due to its much smaller sample size.
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