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Nearly 60 percent of countries faced moderately to abnormally high food prices in 2022

Globally, the proportion of countries facing moderately to abnormally high food prices rose sharply in 2022,
reaching a new record high of 58.1 percent. This represented a nearly fourfold increase from the 2015-2019
average level of 15.2 percent. In Central and Southern Asia and Eastern and South-Eastern Asia, the share of
countries facing moderately to abnormally high food prices in 2022 was lower than the peak in 2020 but
remained higher than the yearly average and the 2015-2019 average. The share steadily increased in sub-Saharan
Africa between 2020 and 2022. Major disruptions to logistics and food supply chains after war broke out in
Ukraine resulted in higher food and energy prices, particularly during the first half of 2022. The war also exerted
strong upward pressure on fertilizer prices, adding uncertainty to farmer planting decisions.

Proportion of countries by region affected by moderately to abnormally high food prices, 2015-2019 average,
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Public transit remains out of easy reach for 40 percent of urban residents worldwide

Ensuring equitable access to public transportation helps to reduce food insecurity, boost economies, empower
women, and connect people to key health, education and financial services, especially vulnerable urban
populations. Yet many cities worldwide lack adequate urban transit infrastructure. Only 6 in 10 urban residents
have convenient access to public transit, based on data collected in 2023 from 2,039 cities in 188 countries. The
shortfall is particularly problematic in the LDCs, where less than 4 in 10 urban residents have accessible public
transportation options, compared to 8 in 10 in more affluent regions. Accelerated investments are needed to
extend public transit services to the most marginalized communities, both in developing regions and
impoverished urban neighborhoods in developed countries. This effort is essential to foster inclusive urban
development and improve the livelihoods of the urban poor.

Share of population with convenient access to public transportation in urban areas, 2023 (percentage)

Oceania* 16.2
Sub-Saharan Africa 33.8
Northern Africa and Western Asia 494
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Latin America and the Caribbean 62.5
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Least developed countries 37.3
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