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Impressive overall average gains in electricity generated with renewables obscure slow
progress in some places

Globally, per capita installed capacity for generating electricity with renewable energy nearly doubled from
250 watts in 2015 to 424 watts in 2022. The past five years saw an all-time high compound annual growth rate
of 8.1 percent. Developing countries witnessed substantial expansion from 155 to 293 renewable watts per
capita. Developed countries saw a milder rise from 691 to 1,073 watts per capita, even as they have 3.7 times
more installed capacity than developing nations. Disparities are more evident for the LDCs, LLDCs and small
island developing States, which in 2022 achieved 40, 103 and 101 watts per capita, respectively. At current rates
of expansion, LDCs would require nearly 41 years, LLDCs 38 years and small island developing States 11 years
to match the 2022 levels in developing countries. This wide divide indicates an urgent need to bridge gaps in

achieving equitable access to sustainable energy.

Installed capacity for renewable electricity generation, 2015 and 2022 (watts per capita)
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Reducing deforestation depends on improving food security, income and land rights

Between 2000 and 2020, the proportion of forest cover decreased from 31.9 to 31.2 percent of total land area,
resulting in net forest area losses of nearly 100 million hectares. Agricultural expansion drove almost 90 percent
of global deforestation; cropland accounted for 49.6 percent and livestock grazing for 38.5 percent. Globally,
small-scale farming caused 68 percent of agriculture-driven deforestation, while large-scale farming contributed
to 32 percent. In Africa, small-scale farming was responsible for 97 percent of agriculture-driven deforestation.
Forest losses due to large-scale farming were highest in South America at 48 percent (mainly linked to livestock
grazing), followed by Asia at 38 percent (primarily due to large-scale crop production, particularly for oil palm
plantations).

These findings suggest that efforts to reduce deforestation must tackle production system weaknesses while
addressing critical needs such as food security, income and land tenure rights for local communities. Stemming
deforestation also demands a comprehensive approach blending regulatory measures, market incentives and
stakeholder collaboration to promote sustainable land management and preserve forest ecosystems.

Main drivers of global deforestation, 2000-2018 (percentage)
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Note: “Other drivers” refers to severe degradation affecting natural regeneration whereby forests are transformed into
bare soil or other wooded land. Due to rounding, percentages may not add up to 100 percent.
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Share of regional agriculture-driven deforestation associated

with large-scale and small-scale livestock and cropland, 2000-2018 (percentage)
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