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Despite rising global hunger, food waste and losses are staggering and uneven

In 2021, although 828 million people were facing hunger, 13.2 percent of the world’s food was lost after
harvest along the supply chain from farm to consumer, hardly changed since 2016 and falling short of the target
of substantially reducing post-harvest food losses by 2030. An additional 17 percent of food is wasted at
household, food service, and retail levels, resulting in a staggering 931 million tons of food waste or 120
kilograms per capita in 2019. Sub-Saharan Africa experiences the highest food loss, at 20 percent, compared
with 9 percent in Europe and Northern America. While food loss shows regional differences, especially between
high and low-income regions, household food waste per capita is similar across all regional groups, highlighting
the need for action in all countries. Despite the importance of reducing food loss and waste, data are still scarce.
Tackling food loss and waste is urgent and requires dedicated policies, informed by data, as well as investments

in technologies, infrastructure, education, and monitoring.

Estimated total food waste and food waste in households per person, 2019 (kilograms)
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Low digital skills hamper progress towards universal and meaningful connectivity

Low levels of information and communications technology (ICT) skills are a major barrier to achieving
universal and meaningful connectivity. Data on digital skills are limited, only available in 78 countries and rarely
for all five categories of skills (communication/collaboration; problem-solving; safety; content creation; and
information/data literacy). While 86 percent of individuals use the Internet in countries providing data, many
lack the required digital skills to be able to fully benefit from it or avoid its dangers. Communication/
collaboration skills are the most prevalent, followed by problem-solving, safety and content creation.
Information/data literacy varies widely between countries. Among 74 countries that provided data on at least
three skills areas, only five reported averages of over 75 percent in multiple areas.

Proportion of youth and adults with ICT skills, by type of skill, 2019-2021
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Note: The bars indicate the 25th, median and 75th percentile of all country values.
The bottom and top lines indicate the minimum and maximum values (excluding outliers).
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