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Renewable energy use is growing in the electricity sector, but limited in heating and
transport

Globally, in 2020, renewable sources accounted for 19.1 per cent of total final energy consumption,
representing a 2.4-percentage-point increase from 2015. Over the same period, total renewable energy
consumption increased by 16 per cent. Traditional uses of biomass — such as the burning of wood in open stoves
or fireplaces — still represented over a third of total renewable energy use in 2020. But modern renewable sources
are slowly expanding, from 10 per cent of total final energy consumption in 2015 to 12.5 per cent in 2020. The
electricity sector shows the largest share of renewables in total final energy consumption (28.2 per cent in 2020).
However, progress in the heating and transport sectors has been limited over the past decade, as upward trends
in demand have outpaced the deployment of renewables. Meeting the targets of Goal 7 and the Paris Agreement
will require sustained policy momentum to scale up both renewable energy deployment and energy conservation
in all sectors, as well as to mobilize public and private investment, particularly in developing countries.

Share of renewable sources in final energy consumption and by end use, 2015 and 2020 (percentage)
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