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Introduction

Find our own coordinate axis

The Graduate School of Environmental Science was
established in 1977 as the first graduate school in Japan
to focus on Environmental Science. After an era as the
Graduate School of Environmental Earth Science, it
was reorganized into the current four divisions in 2005.
Since its inception many environmental studies have
been conducted to obtain overall knowledge of the actual
status of various issues regarding global environment,
to clarify the individual mechanisms behind those
issues, and to provide better solutions to them with
scientific evidence. These efforts have deepened our
understandings of environmental sustainability, which
is an essential background for the United Nations’ 17
Sustainable Development Goals. Meanwhile, global
environmental issues and their regional disparities are
becoming more and more serious, therefore the social
demands toward environmental science are becoming

more important.

Environmental Science is a comprehensive field
based on pre-existing natural sciences while being
strongly connected with social and humane sciences. For
this reason, any research in the environmental science
must balance the need to present new and universal
scientific findings, while at the same time, to promote
academic activities with the perspective of addressing

environmental issues in 21st century.

Existing highly specialized natural science fields
have their own peer-review system according to their
own coordinate axis. On the basis of that axis, individual
scientific fields develop while the scientific significance
of each study is guaranteed by the academic community.
However, because environmental science is a newer field
of study, we left the coordinate axis to the pre-existing
academic fields and has not been so enthusiastic about

setting our own by ourselves.

It is difficult to create a single coordinate axis that is
inclusive to all the diverse and wide-ranging academic
activities of environmental science, as embodied by
our four divisions in our graduate school. However,
with the 21st century one-fifth passed, Environmental
Science at Hokkaido University must mature. Therefore,
we are now standing at the place where we should look
forward beyond 2030 when most of the SDGs are set
to be achieved. Each student and faculty member who
aspires to pursue environmental science should present a
possible coordinate axis, discuss it deeply, and establish
it. I hope that all students who are just starting their
careers in our graduate school will join in this effort

together.

Youichi Tanimoto

Dean, Graduate School of Environmental Science,
Hokkaido University (Hokudai)
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Graduate School of
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Division of Environmental
Science Development

HEKE R FEHIR
Division of Earth
System Science

EENFER

Division of Biosphere
Science

RIEMERFER

Division of Environmental
Materials Science
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Course in Human and Ecological Systems
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Course in Environmental Adaptation Science
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Course in Practical Science for the Environment
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Course in Global Environmental Management
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Course in Biogeochemistry
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Course in Atmosphere-Ocean and Climate Dynamics
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Course in Cryosphere Science
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Course in Plant Ecology and Biodiversity Science
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Course in Ecological Genetics
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Course in Molecular Biology
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Course in Animal Ecology
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Course in Marine Biogeochemistry and Biology
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Course in Aquatic Biology
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Course in Agro-Ecosystem Science
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Course in Forest Field Science
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Course in Biomaterials Chemistry
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Course in Environmental Nano-Materials

T2

Course in Molecular Photonics and Electronics Science

| B — 2

Course in Environmental Catalytic Chemistry
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INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS FROM OVERSEAS

ENTRANCE TO THE GRADUATE SCHOOL

The entrance examinations are held in August and February each year. Academic year regularly starts in April. However, some
Doctoral and Master’s courses also start in October. All applicants are strongly advised to contact faculty members in their research
field of interest before applying entrance examinations.

EDUCATION AT THE GRADUATE SCHOOL

We welcome students from overseas. We offer a program taught entirely in English, so a student can get a Master’s or Doctoral
degree by taking classes only in English. Nevertheless, we recommend that international students learn Japanese, and the Institute for
the Advancement of Higher Education, Hokkaido University prepares Japanese language courses.

THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT SCHOLARSHIP

There are two ways to apply the Japanese Government (Monbukagakusho: MEXT) Scholarship for Research Student; 1)
Recommendation by a Japanese embassy or consulate general through the Japanese diplomatic mission in the recruiting country, and
2) recommendation by the accepting university through the academic and student exchange agreement. The details could be found in
the document provided from the official web site of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan at https://www.studyinjapan.go.jp/en/.

OTHER SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Hokkaido University has a range of scholarship available for both prospective and current students. For details, please visit our
website: https://www.global.hokudai.ac.jp/admissions/scholarships/

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM

Hokkaido University has concluded Inter-University Exchange Agreement with 204 universities and institutes in 53 countries/
regions including Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Singapore, Sri
Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam, Australia, New Zealand, Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany,
Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia,
Serbia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, Uzbekistan, Canada, the United States of America, Brazil, Saudi Arabia,
United Arab Emirates, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, and Zambia. (https://www.global.hokudai.ac.jp/global/overseas-
partnerships/)

The University has 585 Department Exchange Agreements as well. The Graduate School of Environmental Science has
agreements with School of Science, Faculty of Earth Sciences and Technology, Xiamen University (China), Faculty of Earth
Sciences, East China Normal University (China), College of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Wuhan Textile University
(China), The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (China), School of Chemical Engineering, Dalian University of
Technology (China),Faculty of Civil Engineering and Planning,Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences,Islamic University
of Indonesia (Indonesia),Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences, Hasanuddin University (Indonesia), Institute for Tropical
Biology and Conservation, Universiti Malaysia Sabah (Malaysia), School of Marine Science and Environment, Universiti Malaysia
Terengganu(Malaysia), College of Engineering, National TAIWAN University (Taiwan), Vidyasirimedhi Institute of Science and
Technology(Thailand), Physics & Engineering Physics Faculty, Viet Nam National University Ho Chi Minh City - University of
Science (Vietnam), University of Sydney(Australia), Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies, University of Tasmania(Australia),
GEOMAR | Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research Kiel (Germany), Department of Agricultural, Forest and Food Science, University
of Turin (Italy), Department of Geosciences, University of Oslo (Norway), Regents of the University of California on behalf of its
San Diego campus’s Scripps Institution of Oceanography (U.S.A.), and The Graduate School/ Nano Institute of Utah, University of
Utah (U.S.A)).

English course and program

Course in Global Environmental Management (GEM)

This course, taught entirely in English, aims to foster professionals who can genuinely contribute to solving the worlds’
environmental problems. Bringing both international students as well as Japanese students together, the course could offer a large
range of fields such as resource management, environmental education, and human capacity building. The course is also very flexible
in the sense you are welcome to enter the degree program and subsequently decide your specialty and supervisor after enrolment.

English Program of Environmental Earth Science for Sustainable Society (EPEES)

In this program opened from April of 2014 to strengthen the education for international students. In this program, students can
choose wider and comprehensive study subjects and, of course, all the faculty of our graduate school can be your supervisor. We are
looking forward to seeing students from various backgrounds, study fields, regions and research interests in environmental issues.
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