R ZRESEE FH2T 5
Environmental Science Alumni Association Newsletter Vol. 27

st st sk sk sk st sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ske sk ske sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk kst st st sie sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skokosiosioskoskosk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skeoskoskotkokoskokokokokoskoskoskosksk

H ¥k /Content

1. TRWREREAETEOEVH
HI (85K) 7S (bE RFELERE A aiBh B3R Ehakim)

2. ”Hokkaido University: memories on the journey to become a researcher”
Researcher, National Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN), Indonesia
Post-doctoral Research Fellow, Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU),

Norway

sk sk sk ke sk ke sk sie sk sk sk ske sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sfeosie sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk st sk sk sk ke skeosie sk sk skeoske sk sk sk sk sie sk sie sk sk skeosie sk st skeoske sk sk sk sk st sk st skeosie sk skeoskeoskeoskoskeosk skeskokoskokesk



FWREGAE O B

HAE (BAR) SIS il RARENIESE SdirBh B IR & #hakem)

FLIE 2008 FFEEIC AR REBR AL P I R AE T L E Lz, RO, T
N5 2T 2L TOEDO Y ITEL, EEFRRICASE UzEx THERBR BRI FE R
oo Kb ns, A L5258 THFEET HHEIZIT RER T o Tk LT, 15
BHEORHREZA Bl ARERFAEZR) Ob L, FUTBREA N L ADRIERHIZA
BT DBIARDRRRAEPRAIMEREIC 5 2 D AT L5720, LA O REEFFERAA T
DEAFHER, FEUE%, W5 L FB TOMNLIT IR )\ GETZ - 7= E I ARIR R AR ZEFT N C oAt
AROBEEEREIT > COE Lz, JFEESCRI L a—RA0HE - 2% v 7DE S UICIE, BX
(2P > THFFRIZ BT 2 HEROHIR 7200 Tlid e <, FRS DA THESZ L O Z L 23 FETn
TN Z LI b E LT £,

FARANE D B EWRER P COFPAEAEIEEZ LS T-RATT N, FAEEIE CTHIGH) 2 En
HIE, MR TV Y] 77— AR, BREFZE0T 20 A 5 O RRETFL &
D PRI AN TR O P[] & HHRTER A Lo 2 & T3, £/, HATERE T Tidike
< MBRLTF o TCIAREL) L FEREMTICGERZ Lz tbbE LR, V7Y
3 | A XY MIEINT 500, FATENE TITEIMRIRB AT O A — 7 0 % ¢ /X2
WFFERT L DAE AT AT, BFZERT CTIT > TV D AFFE 23+ AR H 0 £ Lz, Sk
AT L7 RO ST 2 005, T4 ZWHEEZ L TWADE M E R bbbt e, 2o
DINZESEOD 2 | EVWIHIBWVERZSNDZERHVELEER, TVFrYa | o4 b
R Tz mR AT BIE, BORNZAN 2R FOMFICH 2Tl 0, Bk~ 28k CTL
72 B LD LIZDARKORFEIC DS LW ERETD &, —EBMICE 72O
FEDNES) % 58 D RKFBRERCHA DR E - L ORITFEREDL L, BOoNRFoR % B
9 LB oTEHOMB R ERNHLE L, [V Ya) A X NTONERIE, £0
BOBSBHIEERT D ETOX 21278 >7c Z LIFHEVWH D /A,

ST, ETIEX TV va) EWHIBELVY [P LMEEINGEHELZM Z &0
KTpole LHRENPLET, O T I rva] Eolcfhb RS A-TI rvalktoal
AlERa~, | v RICEDNTRWHTRETT (FETERELZITE, 4T [V
Val TTL, B, O, RO HREZ BRI L TFPEA 52 &> TTE) LI2iE
EIELREATZOTL X 27 &< ETEARRBAR T2, FABHEY L TV HWELR O
¥ETIE, BHENTS THEEMICHFFENREL, Tb? BN L TleD &R AhE
Vo 1 ERHZELHY FET, BOHIWTWBEEIZITEZBEL TRV ONE LitER
WD, TR D SR ITR TR, PO UIHES 5 LT 5HEFEND L THAD K
2, WHRROLR LI E BosTnET,



(BE1 [V va] AV FTOF]
INERIE B L —HEIZ, AT BRI ONESR

[(BHE 2 WAIERZITI-AY v 7R &SN T v X
HEVICHEETETTCFHITZENTERWN



Hokkaido University: memories on the journey to become a researcher

Erik Prasetyo, Ph.D.
Researcher, National Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN), Indonesia

Post-doctoral Research Fellow, Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU), Norway

I have dream to study in Japan since I was in senior high school in Bandung in 1997. It was not an easy
journey. My first attempt to secure MEXT scholarship in 2000 ended up with failure. For me the written
test was so daunting, hence I had to admit that it was impossible with my then knowledge capacity to
pass the test and I just gave up. However, in 2012 I won scholarship from Indonesian Ministry of
Research and Technology to do short visit in a university abroad. This reignited my old dream about
study in Japan and I choose Hokkaido University as suggested by my friend, who was working in the
same research institute with me. Her story about research and daily life in Hokkaido University was
captivating. Then on 2™ of August 2012, I set my foot first time in Japan. My feeling was mixed. I was
ecstatic, I made it! After 15 years! Yet scared and overwhelmed. I knew nothing about living in Japan.
Fortunately, my supervisor Dr. Kazuhiro Toyoda (I address him as Toyoda Sensei) was kind to fetch
me from airport and helped me to settle and life became easier and enjoyable. Japan is a beautiful place
to live the whole years, especially in Sapporo, cherry blossom in spring, hiking in summer, yellow
Momiji in autumn, yuki matsuri in winter.

During the short visit I got a taste how it was studying and living in Japan. It fitted my
imagination perfectly as I read the brochures about studying in Japan in 1997. [ was able to put my hand
directly on those hi-tech equipment, speak and discuss with students and scientist from different
nationalities. I was part of the global community and that feeling made me proud. I wanted to be part
of this. The visit sparked my courage to resit in the MEXT scholarship test, and finally I got it. I was a
MEXT scholarship awardee in 2013 to pursue PhD degree in Hokkaido University in Graduate School
of Environmental Science (GSES) under tutelage of Dr. Kazuhiro Toyoda.

During my first semester I need to focus on Japanese language studies and preparation for
entrance exam and on 1¥ of October 2013 T was officially a PhD student. My research topic was uranium
and thorium separation from lanthanides and their purification from simulated wastewater using solid
phase extraction. I chose the topic for my future research interest in metal separation and purification
and extractive metallurgy and Toyoda Lab has everything to support my research and GSES is one of
leading institutes in water treatment research. PhD was one of the most important phases in my research
career. | was a research assistant before, and I thought I know every trade of being a researcher. I was
wrong. Thanks to Toyoda Sensei, he moulded me to become a better and an efficient researcher.
Research costed a lot of funding and resources; you need to be efficient! You have to do review, due
diligence, have clear expectation or at least educated guess before you do an analysis and experiment.
Is this analysis or experiment would answer your problem or your question? Otherwise, you are just
wild goose chasing and wasting your time and resources. This is a precious lesson I got from him. I also

learned that perseverance is one of the most important features of a researcher. I had to redo the



experiments, working longer hours, dealing with rejection from editors, responding to requests posed
by reviewers, all of this I found during my PhD. Luckily for me, Toyoda Sensei, my family, and my
friends were always there along the way.

Toyoda Sensei gave me a surprise! He arranged my final PhD defence on 4™ of August 2016,
my 35% birthday. The committee decision’s on granting my PhD degree was the best birthday gift I ever
had, and I will always cherish and treasure the memories of that day. I have to back to Indonesia
afterward, also with mixed feelings. Sad for all good memories, joyful and eager for future challenges.
Sapporo and Hokkaido University will always be my second home, and I hope to have chance to be

back and do research work there.

Fuyu Matsuri, Asahikawa, March 2014.



Graduation Ceremony for Japanese Language Preparation Class, Hokkaido University, 2013.

The big day. Graduation Ceremony, Hokkaido University, 26 Sept 2016.
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