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My Study Abroad Memory
BRENE/ Zhishun WEI (18 T2 K% (Hubei University of Technology) #Fifi)

From April 2011 to March 2014, | had the honor to study in School of Environmental Sciences
of Hokkaido University. Three years of my doctoral research have benefited me a lot, becoming a
valuable life experience. My research area was focused on heterogeneous photocatalysis, which has
been intensively investigated after famous report published in 1972 in Nature by Honda and Fujishima
on water splitting. It is believed that photocatalysis especially that under solar radiation might
effectively alleviate the global energy and environmental problems, and thus more and more attention
has been paid to this research field in many countries. My tutors were Professor Bunsho Ohtani and
Professor Ewa Kowalska, from whom I have benefited a lot.

During my doctoral study, | had opportunity to meet many foreign scientists from different
countries who came to our laboratory for research visits, and also | had opportunity to visit Europe for
exchanging study. Those experiences made me understand the culture and customs of many different
countries. In particular, | am very grateful to Professor Ewa Kowalska and Poland. I got an opportunity
to meet many Polish friends and go to Poland, and thus | might say that | know the culture and some
customs of Poland. Till now | have kept in touch with many Polish researchers.

In the laboratory, my experimental skills had been greatly improved under the help of lab
members. The research atmosphere and conditions of Hokkaido were very good, and | had opportunity
to use many advanced equipment at the Institute of Catalysis (ICAT; former Catalysis Research Center
- CRC). In addition, | traveled with Japanese and Chinese friends to experience Japanese local culture
in many places. | have got a knowledge not only on my scientific topic, but also on the social and
cultural aspects of the world, that has greatly inspired me in my present life.

Presently I am working at Hubei University of Technology in China. My research area is still on
photocatalysis, as | think this is important and perspective field for human life and our globe. I am
able to carry out relevant research work well after back to China due to the good experience | gained
in Japan. Moreover, | share my experience and good memory of Hokkaido University with my students.
I hope they can also get an opportunity to study in different countries to get to know more cultures and
customs, and thus to have wide view of the world. When | guide students in scientific research, |
always remember the time when | discussed with Professor Ewa Kowalska and team members, and |
would like to share the knowledge and skills what I have obtained to my students.

Although I left Hokkaido University several years ago, a lot of good memories are still always in
my mind. I hope it will be possible for me to visit my friends at Hokkaido University (and also Tokyo

Olympic Games in Japan) in near future.



Taken from Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Hokkaido, Japan

Taken from Hubei University of Technology, Wuhan, Hubei, China
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