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Hokudai, in my life
Chanita Boonmak, PhD.
(Instructor, Department of Microbiology, Faculty of Science, Kasetsart University)

Have you ever heard a song ‘In my life’ by the Beatles? A part of this song tells about the
places that you would remember for all of your life. The places that held memories of
beloved ones and friends that you still recall until today. Hokudai is one of the places for
me. It has been five years since | graduated from Hokudai. However, | feel like it was
only yesterday that | walked from my apartment at Kita 21 Nishi 6 to Morikawa Lab at
the 8™ floor of Graduate School of Environmental Science, where | spent three years and
a half there. | came to Japan in 2009 as a research assistant in NITE-NBRC at Chiba for
one and a half year. During my stay, | met my professor, Prof. Masaaki Morikawa at a
conference that was starting point of my life as PhD student in Hokudai. | was enrolled
as a research student in September, 2010. It was a great autumn season, next was winter.
As a student from Thailand which is a tropical country, even though I lived in Chiba
before, but | had never faced such a heavy snowstorm before | came here. The first time
that | saw piles of snow outside my apartment. | called to Ms. Megumi Honma, my best
friend and secretary of the Morikawa Lab, that | was afraid that | could not go to lab
because | had no idea how to walk on the snow. This funny story had been repeated
numerous times in parties. Research experience and knowledge gaining from Morikawa-
sensei are undoubtedly great. | had learnt a lot from his insight and perspective. What |
appreciated the most were his mental strength and leadership. There were sometimes that
we reached struggling points of researches. He took it as challenges, not giving up, and
finally found new directions or right solutions. | really enjoyed being in his team and
working on my research. Those experiences shaped me to be ‘me’ today. Now, | have
become an instructor at Kasetsart University, Thailand. Morikawa-sensei is not only my
professor, but also ‘my teacher’ who inspires and motivates me to be a good teacher and
researcher. Thank you Hokudai for the wonderful memories that will light up my life for
a life time.
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We are currently inviting all students in the Graduate School of Environmental Science
to apply for the Excellent Student Overseas Visits Program. Deadline is July 31st,

2019. Please visit our website for more details.

https://www.ees.hokudai.ac.jp/alumni/main/support-e.html
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“Excellent Student Overseas Visits
Program” by the Environmental Science
Alumni Association

Would you hke to introduce your
research at an international conference?

- Would you like to discuss your
research with top researchers?

a‘ - l

|
e 'isgf with.our Alumm Assoc1at10n and
apply- You _may get 160,000 JPY to attend
an,mternatlonal meeting; if selected &
Please refer to the following-web 51te
The deadline will come soon (July 31) !






