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Memories about life in Graduate School of Environmental Science, Hokkaido University
Chunmao Zhu (Scientist, Japan Agency for Marine-earth Science and Technology)

Nine years have passed since | joined Graduate School of Environmental Science, Hokkaido University.
I was enrolled in the Course of Geochemistry as a PhD student in April 2010. It turned to be one of my best
experiences in life. Both the facilities and the researches are of the top levels. The three-year study allows me to be
well trained to be a scientist. | was lucky to study with professor Hisayuki Yoshikawa, who supervised me not only
how to conduct specific research topics, but also the way of scientific thinking. Featured by fieldwork studies, | had
the chance to conduct observations at Rishiri Island, the northernmost Hokkaido. Such experiences trained me to
realize the importance to understand what is really happening in the fields by conducting observations in the fields.
Another invaluable experience is that the students | worked with in the same laboratory are all enjoying the study
and life. They are working hard in research, and they are kind, caring, energetic and easygoing in life. As a large
part of our studies were conduct based on chemical analytical techniques, we had a very interesting event - the
annual competition to accurately use pipette to transfer liquid. This one-day recreation event has become to be a
good memory. The study and life are so fruitful, and the people in the laboratory are so nice that | never felt homesick
as a foreigner.

The graduate school provided a lot of chances for graduate students to experience various ability-up
activities. Being support by the graduate school, | went to Washington DC, the United States to study atmospheric
transport model. | also went to Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia to join a summer school on the environmental change of the
boreal forest, and to Beijing, China to participate in an academic conference. Meanwhile, the campus of Hokkaido
University, Sapporo city, and the whole Hokkaido are charming. Energetic professors and students, caring people,

beautiful nature, all these elements make my PhD memorable. | am proud to be an alumnus of Graduate School of

Environmental Science, Hokkaido University.

Research scene: seeing mountain Rishiri in the Life scene: Genghis Khan party in front of the graduate
observatory, photo taken in July 14, 2011. school in June 26, 2010
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