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BOGOR SYMPOSIUM AND WORKSHOP ON TROPICAL PEATLAND, 

BOGOR, INDONESIA, 14-15 JULY 2009
“Characterization and Wise Use of Tropical Peatland”
BACKGROUND
Indonesia is one of tropical countries having about 20 million hectares of tropical peatland or a half of total tropical peatland in the world. Natural peatland in Indonesia is recognized as the most important reservoirs of plants and animals biodiversity and its exhibit a range of important ecological and natural resource functions. Peatland forests are the best habitats for endangered animals such as orang-utan while streams and rivers draining from peatlands are important for fish life. Rapid population growth boosting land conversion especially from agricultural land to industry, housing, and urban facilities. Agricultural land conversion also influence the increase of the pressure for peatland development.  For wise use of tropical peatland, research on characterization and utilization of peatland based on land capability is very important. 
Many scientific papers have been published by researchers in large database of scientific and socio-economic information on the ecological and natural resource functions of the ecosystem. Strategies should be prepared to make policy for using tropical peatland wisely. Guidelines should be formulated for restoration of drained and degraded tropical peatland by restoring environmental conditions. Promotion of sustainable livelihoods for local communities should be formulated to alleviate poverty. 
Integrated field environmental science (IFES) is liaison office of Global Center of Excellent (GCOE) in Indonesia. The main office of GCOE is in Hokkaido University, Japan with the other liaison offices in Mongolia and Siberia. The three liaison offices are selected with the consideration of having specific peatland ecosystem in the world. IFES is an interdisciplinary science field contributing Earth System Science with the main purpose is to supports and evaluations for improvement of the peatland management practices through education and research. The activities of IFES are (1) conducting collaborative researches, summer school, workshop, symposium, etc; (2) publishing text books and guidelines, and (3) outreaching GCOE activities. 
OBJECTIVES OF THE SYMPOSIUM and workshop
1. To share the most up to date scientific information of tropical peatlands.
2. To identify human impacts and natural processes those are causing the degradation of tropical peatland and identify mitigation and restoration of degraded peatland.
3. To identify strategies and tools for improving ecosystem adaptability and mitigation, including restoration based on their characterization.

4. To collect the scientific information for publishing books and guidelines for summer school activities in 2010.

TARGET AUDIENCE:

Scientists, technologists, practitioners and managers of tropical peatland, socio-economists, planners, community leaders, and private sector and other stakeholders. 

PARTNERS:
Hokkaido University, 

Bogor Agricultural University

CIMTROP, University of Palangka Raya
Gadjah Mada University
Indonesian Agency for the Assessment and Application of Technology (BPPT), 
Riau University

ORGANIZERS:
IFES Liaison Officer, Department of Soil Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Bogor Agricultural University

VENUE:
Gedung Toyib Hadiwidjaya, Faculty of Agriculture, Bogor Agricultural Unversity, Bogor, Indonesia
NUMBER OF EXPECTED PARTICIPANTS:
Approximately 50

PROGRAM:

Tuesday 14 July: Symposium
Opening Ceremony
Keynote Speakers

Invited speakers and offered papers
Welcome reception 

Wednesday 15 July: Workshop

Discussion on GCOE and IFES Program
Discussion for publishing books

Preparation for summer school 2010
PAPER SUBMISSION INFORMATION:

Titles of short papers (max 15 minutes presentation time) & posters, and abstracts of about 100 words should be sent to suwardi_bogor@yahoo.com or ifesindonesia@yahoo.co.id, Bogor Agricultural University by email to arrive no later than 22th June 2009. These should include the email address of the communicating author.

CONTACT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Dr. Suwardi

IFES Liaison Office, W16, 6th level
Department of Soil Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Bogor Agricultural University
Bogor
Indonesia

Phone: +62-0251- 8624334, 8629357
Mobile: +62 (0) 8129674021
Fax: +62-0251- 8624334, 8629357
Email: suwardi_bogor@yahoo.com or ifesindonesia@yahoo.co.id
PRELIMINARY REGISTRATION:
Please express your interest in attending this symposium by returning the attached form by 15th June 2009 to the following:

Dr. Suwardi

IFES Liaison Office, W16, 6th level
Department of Soil Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Bogor Agricultural University
Bogor
Indonesia

Phone: +62-0251- 8624334, 8629357
Mobile: +62 (0) 8129674021
Fax: +62-0251- 8624334, 8629357
Email: suwardi_bogor@yahoo.com or ifesindonesia@yahoo.co.id
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