BRI RESEBE $23 5

Environmental Science Alumni Association Newsletter Vol. 23

sfe sk s sk sfe sk sk sk sk she sk sie sk sk sk sk sl sk sk she sk st sk sk sk sk st sk sk sk sk st sk sk st sk sk sk sk sk sleosie sk sk sk skeoske st sk ste sk st sk sk sk sleosie sk sk sk sk st sk sk steoske stk skeosteoskeoskeostokeoskoskokokokoskosk

H ¥/Content

1 THHERBR & 15 >3 55T
B HEE (LB Lk SR R S

” Enjoying student life at Hokkaido University”

Deha Agus Umarhadi (Faculty of Forestry, Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia)
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Enjoying student life at Hokkaido University
Deha Agus Umarhadi
(Department of Forest Management, Faculty of Forestry, Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia)

In the mid 0f 2018, a friend of mine just returned to Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia after having a one-semester
student exchange at Hokkaido University. Her experience motivated me to pursue my master’s degree there. Thanks
to Super Global University Scholarship provided by MEXT, I got an opportunity to do my master’s degree at the
Graduate School of Environmental Science, Hokkaido University starting in October 2019.

Once I heard my friend’s story about Hokkaido University, I imagined Hokudai is a big university located in the far
north of Japan with an ‘everlasting’ winter. Having lived in a tropical country for the whole of my life, I was a bit
worried about the temperate climate. When I stepped my feet on the island, I realized that the environment was not
as bad as I worried about, and I even loved it!

My master’s study was under the supervision of Dr. Ram Avtar at Geospatial Laboratory. In this lab, we applied
geospatial technology such as satellite imagery and drones to understand the phenomena of Earth’s environment.
The lab members were so diverse in origin and background. We were coming from Indonesia (me), Malaysia, India,
Bangladesh, Vietnam, China, South Africa, and Fiji. Each of us brought distinct ideas and research problems, thus
our topics are diverse as well. Our diversity triggered us to share and learn from each other.

Outside the laboratory life, student life in Sapporo was so delightful. Making new friends from across the globe,
attending cultural events, and enjoying Hokkaido’s nature were such unforgettable pieces to my life.

Hokkaido University is the real incubator for me to start my life as a researcher. In the first month of living in
Sapporo, I was directly involved in organizing and participating in Japan-India-Russia Symposium on Geospatial
Data for Environmental Monitoring (JIRSGEM)-2019 held by Global Land Programme. Geospatial Laboratory also
organized several international symposiums, some of which were unfortunately conducted online due to the
COVID-19 outbreak. In the last month of my study, I got an opportunity to deliver hands-on training regarding
remote sensing processing that I applied for my master’s thesis in Online Workshop “Japan-Russia Collaboration
for Ecosystem Monitoring”. Those programs allowed me to build networks with other researchers and practitioners
in similar fields.

After studying for 2 years as a master’s student, [ graduated in September 2021. Then, I returned to my previous
institution, PUSPICS (Center for Remote Sensing and Integrated Surveys) Universitas Gadjah Mada as a research
assistant. In January 2023, I started a new journey as a faculty member (junior lecturer) at the Department of Forest
Management, Faculty of Forestry, Universitas Gadjah Mada. Being a faculty member at Universitas Gadjah Mada
does not only have to conduct research and teaching but is also required to carry out community service as part of
the 3 pillars of higher education in Indonesia.

Although it has been nearly 2 years since my graduation, I feel that I still have a strong connection with Hokkaido
University, especially with my supervisor and lab mates. We carried out some research collaborations and projects.

The recent one is a workshop on UAV for Agriculture Precision, a project led by Dr. Ram Avtar, held at PUSPICS,



Universitas Gadjah Mada, Yogyakarta, Indonesia in March 2023.

I am so grateful to have become a part of Hokkaido University as a student and now as an alumnus.
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Attending Young Sustainability Symposium (YSS) 2020 Enjoying summer with lab mates in Noboribetsu
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