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Hokudai, the home away from home!

(Sharmin Shishir, Post-doctoral researcher, Center for Far Eastern Studies, University of
Toyama, Japan)
Assalamualikum (peace be upon you)! I memorize the days of being at Hokkaido
University as vivacious. It was an
inordinate opportunity for me to study in
Japan with the honor of MEXT
scholarship (October 2015) as a Ph.D.
student in the Graduate School of
Environmental Science. Looking through
the door to my gracious supervisor’s
(Prof. Shiro Tsuyuzaki) room saw the
eyes of affection! That’s how the journey
of my Hokudai life started in abroad. It
was quite impossible to complete my
Ph.D. without the caring support of my
supervisor. Whenever | confronted any
difficulties I went to my sensei and he
showed me nice clues to the solutions.
However, it was welcoming, generous,

kind, lovely and friendly environment in

Plant Ecology laboratory. Each and every teacher and staff were kind hearted and
friendly. 1 discovered a new sphere of learning environment including innumerable
conveniences there. Enjoyed the ?/’ s

occasional parties and have =_—=
excellent intimacy with lab
members in lab and outside as
well. Got to know how to do
research, develop skill, gather
knowledge, and last but not least
how to interact with people.
Developed the Japanese
language at the International ;
Student Center (ISC) where able to communicate and make international friend
throughout the world countries. Gradually practiced using “sumimasen”, “gomennesai”,




“daijobu desu”, and so on.
Therefore, | cultured how one
can be a decent, moral and well-
mannered person. Those were
the utmost knowledge in my life.
I recall the quotes “Boys, be
ambitious” (Dr. W. S. Clark), “I
have a dream” (Prof. Shiro
Tsuyuzaki) those are the speech
marks stirring me now and then. !
These quotes make me -
passionate to research and find the way of my life.

Obviously enjoying snow was first time there. Such a white, soft and refreshed
feelings never | felt before. It was amazing going out through the snow fall. Still can sense
that feelings closing my eyes.
Though stumbled quite a lot of
times in winter. In summer, |
didn’t walk on smooth grass
flowers before went there.
Walking through the agricultural
field turned into intoxication
sometimes. Hokudai was like a
dream land in spring. It appears as
a paradise when “Sakura” the
cherry blossom ensues. The
autumn was thrilling with the
appearance of yellow and red leaf day by day. Was counting days and waiting when leaf
will be totally yellow at the Ginko road. That season | used to go to lab by Ginko road to
relish the charmed nature though the other road was convenient.

Now miso soup, kake-udon, kake-soba, nabe, ramen noodles became my favorite
Japanese food though it was a little hard to eat at the very first time. | will never forget
the wonderful time of my life in Sapporo. Still I go there in my dreams and wish to be
there some day. Thank you/dhonnobaad/arigatou gozaimasu.
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