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Hokudai, The Unforgettable Second Place I Called Home

(Lina Mahardiani, Lecturer and Researcher Universitas Sebelas Maret, Surakarta —
Indonesia)

I always believe that if it is our time then it is!

I left Sapporo two years ago, but it’s seems like yesterday. I visit Japan for the first time in
September, 2009 when I got the scholarship from JASSO for JENESY'S Program. It was Prof.
Shunitz Tanaka that gave me the opportunity to be selected as one of the awardees of that
program. During that program I had to join laboratory as requirement to build and sharpen
my ability in research. I was introduced to Prof. Yuichi Kamiya since he works with catalyst,
same as my topic during my master course in Indonesia. It was so much fun working in
Kamiya laboratory even only for four months as awardee of JENESYS Program that I
decided to come back as a doctoral student in Kamiya laboratory if I got the scholarship. At
the same time, it was my first experience to see the changing leaves and snow. It was really
beautiful and cold in Sapporo but I felt the hospitality of the people of Sapporo, especially
Kamiya laboratory members.

Then in 2012, I received scholarship from the government of Republic of Indonesia and came
back to Kamiya laboratory in Hokkaido as doctoral student. It was my second time, but still
I got some “culture shocks” in and outside Hokudai campus. The positive “culture shocks”
are like how I amazed on the dedication and passion of Japanese, how clean, precise and
convenient the city is which can give a little negative “culture shocks” on the language gap
and culture which created a lot of misunderstanding at first. However, I was able to manage
those difficulties and challenging situations and become stronger. [ was lucky to be a member
of Kamiya laboratory since the other members helped me a lot with all the adaptation phase,
like how to use the instruments by ourselves. I was also fortunate to meet many professors
with knowledge, insights and sincerity. I was able to make friends from around the globe
which I met in Hokkaido University. Also experienced the culture of Japan through the
traditional Japanese dance.

Thank you for the Faculty of Environmental Science for the help and support throughout my
doctoral course. Last but not least, I am forever grateful toward Prof. Kamiya who has been
really supportive, encouraging, kind, patient and helpful throughout the time. Thank you so
much for keeping us engaged, learning and laughing. I hope we can continue and broaden
our work for collaboration in research between our institutions.

Three years at Hokkaido University have been such a joyful and rewarding time for me.
Every little encounter and experience gained here in Japan has been enriching and will remain
within my memories for life long. Until we meet again. Thank you...Thank you and Terima
kasih.
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